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1 . WE PASSED REQUEST CONTAINED REFTEL TO UN DEPARTMENT 
FCO AUGUST 13. JOHN SYMONS, DEPUTY HEAD UN DEPARTMENT, 
STATED THAT BY COINCIDENCE FCO LEGAL ADVISERS HAVE 
RECENTLY BEEN STUDYING THE STATUS OF WALVIS BAY AND THE 
GUANO AND PENGUIN ISLANDS. ACCORDING TO THEM. THERE IS 
NOTHING TO SUGGEST THAT SOUTH AFRICAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
THESE TERRITORIES CAN BE QUESTIONED. OPINION BASED ON 
VARIOUS HISTORICAL STATE PAPERS AND HERTSELT’S MAP OF 
AFRICA BY TREATY. IN RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 
LISTED REFTEL, LEGAL ADVISER STATED THAT 

A. YES, ACT OF JULY 6, 1874 WOULD GIVE EFFECTIVE 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ISLANDS TO THE CAPE COLONY. 

B. THERE WAS NO UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN 
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AND GERMANY TRANSFERRING SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ISLANDS 
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TO GERMANY. 

C. THE ISLANDS WERE NOT CONSIDERED GERMAN PROTECTORATE 
TERRITORY UNDER THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS MANDATE. 

DETAILS OF FCO'S HISTORICAL RESEARCH WILL BE POUCHED 
ASAP. 

2. IN ADDITION, THE LEGAL ADVISER STATED THAT THE 
SOUTHWESTERN AFRICA SURVEY OF 1975 PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT REFERS TO THE ISLANDS AS BEING IN THE 
SAME CATEGORY AS WALVIS BAY, I.E., SOUTH AFRICAN 
TERRITORIES. THERE IS A SPECIAL SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE 
ISLANDS ATTACHED TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE. 

3. SYMONS STATED THAT FCO WOULD PREFER THAT IT NOT BE 
CITED AS SOURCE OF ABOVE INFORMATION. HOWEVER, THERE IS 
OBVIOUSLY NO OBIECTION TO PUBLICLY CITING THE HISTORICAL 
RECORD. 
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